HOLIDAYS WITH
Downtown

Providing Fascinating Travel Experiences Aegean Jou rneys

In the Steps of Saint Paul - Greece
7 days - 6 nights
Thessaloniki, Philippi, Kavala, Veria, Vergina, Kalabaka, Meteora, Delphi, Corinth, Athens
Faith, Art, History, Culture, Fun

Apostle Paul, the Apostle of Nations, is one of the greatest figures in Christian history as well as a very
important teacher of Christian beliefs and theology. Paul became the Apostle who travelled around
the world in order to deliver the message of Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

He encountered huge difficulties during his travels even imprisonment and physical tortures, yet he
was strong enough not to abandon his mission. His preaching reached Greece, Turkey, Israel and
Jordan. His Epistles to the Corinthians, the Philippians, the Thessalonians, the Ephesians and the
Romans summarize his teachings. Paul began his journey in 49 CE to spread the message of
salvation. This message that Paul took to Europe 2000 years ago to this day, gives us a new hope for
the future. The true sign of the importance of Paul is that his life and messages still inspire Love.
Follow his steps!

Day 1: Thessalonica
The trip will start with your arrival in Thessalonica airport where we will meet and transfer you to your
hotel. Day at leisure, dinner and overnight Thessalonica.

Day 2: Thessalonica, Philippi, Kavala, Thessalonica

Breakfast and trip to Philippi, the town where Paul delivered his first sermon in Europe, sowing the
seeds of Christianity. “And from there (He went) to Philippi, which is the leading city of the district of
Macedonia and a Roman Colony. He remained in this city some days...” (Acts 16:11-12). Paul arrived here
with Silas and Luke on the winter of AD 49 to AD 50. There the first Christian baptism was performed,
of a woman named Lydia. Although they were prosecuted and arrested, they received God'’s help to
escape from prison (Acts 16: 25- 26) where there was the conversion of the jailer (Acts 16: 31). We will
visit the Roman Theatre, probable site of the prison where Paul and Silas were arrested. We will
continue towards the city of Kavala, the ancient city of Neapolis (Acts 16:11) where Paul landed with his
disciples, Timothy and Silas. It was later renamed Christoupolis, meaning city of Christ, because it was
the first European city to accept Christianity. We will visit the Roman Agueduct and the ruins of the
Acropolis. Dinner and overnight in Thessalonica. [B/D]

Day 3: Thessalonica, Veria, Vergina, Kalambaka

After breakfast the trip continues with exploring the city of Thessalonica, where Paul preached the
gospel in the second and third missionary journey. For the early Christians of this city he wrote epistles
“To the Thessalonians”. We will visit the Cathedral of St. Demetrius, the Protector Saint of the city, the
Agora, the Church of Saint Sofia, the White Tower and the Byzantine fortress of the city, the triumphal
Arch of Galerius starting at the Via Egnatia, once a strategic artery of the Roman Empire. Next stop
will be Veria (Berea), another town evangelized by Paul (Acts 17: 10-14). When Saint Paul visited this
town in AD 50, he came across a more noble Jewish community where he preached and created an
important Church. This is where Paul met Sopatros (or Sosipatros), who would later become a valuable
comrade who followed him on his return journey to Asia. We will visit the ancient synagogue where
we will see the Byzantine mosaic in the monument commemorating his preaching. Then we will head
to Vergina, the legendary burial site of the Macedonian kings. This place, considered as a World
Heritage Site, also known as the Royal Tombs and houses the tomb of King Philip Il, father of
Alexander the Great. Depart for Kalambaka for dinner and overnight.

Day 4: Kalambaka, Meteora, Delphi

After breakfast the trip continues with a u, the UNESCO World Heritage Site, which is a mountainous
region of stunning scenery. You will see hundred-year-old Byzantine monasteries on top of huge
rocks, during the Middle Ages, first built in the 14th century by monks seeking isolation and salvation.
We will visit the most famous of them, which is now a popular museum, the Great Meteoron, to admire
superb icons, old manuscripts, unique mosaics and frescoes. We will continue to Delphi for dinner
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will head toward ancient Corinth (Acts
18.1-18). It was in ancient Corinth where Paul came and worked, established a thriving church and
writing two of the epistles, which are now part of the New Testament. We will see all the sites that are
associated with his ministry: the Agora, the Temple of Apollo, the roman Odeon, the Bema and Gallio’s
seat, the pillars, stairs, and the place of public worship, where Paul preached. All these visits will
certainly enhance the understanding of Corinthians | and Il. Before ending the tour and return to
Athens, we will pass by the ancient Greek port of Kechries (Acts 18:18) where Paul was during his
second missionary journey and the ruin of the early Christian 5th Century basilica. Return to Athens,
dinner and overnight.

Day 7: Athens, USA
As your St. Paul in Greece tour ends, say farewell to the vibrant city of Athens. Enjoy a nice breakfast at the
hotel and be ready to be picked-up for your transfer to Athens airport to board your flight back home. [B]

Breakfast and Dinner

[B] = Breakfast | [D] =

Dinner | [B/D] =
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Your Tour Includes:
e Round-trip airfare New
York/Thessaloniki//Athens/New York
e Assistance at the airports
e Arrival and departure transfers
e 6 nights’ accommodation
o Thessaloniki 2 nights
o Kalambaka 1 night
o Delphi 1 night
o Athens 2 nights
e Meals:
o Breakfast daily
o Dinner daily
e Roman Agueduct Philippi
e Ruins of the Acropolis
e Thessaloniki historic tour
e Burial site of the Macedonian Kings in
Vergina
e Spectacular Meteora Monasteries
e Ruins of Delphi
e Acropolis
e Athens sightseeing
e Ancient Corinth

e Post of Kechries

e Professional English-speaking Christian
guide

e All entrance fees as per itinerary

e Private Luxury air-conditioned motor-
coach.
o WiFi
o 1 bottle of water

o Headset upon request

e All hotels porterage

o All local taxes

Tour does not include:

e Airfare fees and taxes

e Airfare difference between New York and
another USA gateway

e Travel Insurance

e Expenses of personal nature

e Meals not mentioned in the itinerary

e Tips to guides or drivers

e Meals not mentioned in the itinerary

e Tips to guides or drivers

Hotels in your Tour:

City | Hotel Name | Tripadvisor
Deluxe
Thessaloniki Electra Palace Thessaloniki 4.5
Kalambaka Guesthouse Sotiriou 4.5
Delphi Amalia Hotel Delphi 4
Athens Royal Olympic 4
First Class
Thessaloniki Anatolia Hotel Thessaloniki 4.5
Kalambaka Divani Meteora Hotel 4.5
Delphi Kastalia Boutique Hotel 45
Athens The Athens Gate Hotel 4.5
Superior Tourist Class
Thessaloniki The Caravan 5
Kalambaka Dellas Boutique Hotel 5
Delphi Fedriades Delphi Hotel 4
Athens Plaka Hotel 4.5

MEAL PLAN: Normally we include daily breakfast and dinner for all groups. However, the meal plan

may vary depending on the organizer's request

e All hotels will be requested after discussion with the group Organizer

Group Prices:

The price for the group will be quoted based on the number of passengers, season, hotel type and

meal plan.

Group organizers always travel for free if the group has 15 or more paying passengers.
Inclusion of tour conductors must be considered at time of request.
e |f you wish to use this program for your group please either call us (1-855-55-TOURS or use the
web Group Quote Request.
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e |n either case our specialists will work with you to refine all the details and they will get you a
guote with 2 business days. Quotes may be obtained for the air and land portions of just for the
land journey.

e Booking both air and land with us will represent savings for you because of our special Leisure
Fares, buying power and longtime relationship with the airlines.

e We will also may have the choice between regular fares and special leisure fares not available to
the public.

Tour Code: AJOISKG22XX

Other Options
e Lunches and dinners can be arranged for groups at top restaurants or any restaurant requested
by you.
e \We can revise the itinerary to spend more time and provide more depth in those areas that you
are interested on.
e Any other changes to the itinerary will be accommodated depending on the facilities available in
the area.



