HOLIDAYS WITH
Downtown

Providing Fascinating Travel Experiences India

Kerala - God’s Own Country
8 days - 7 nights
Kochi, Munnar, Kumarakom
Ecotourism, Discovery, Culture, History
This program may be operated for individuals or for groups

Cochin: Cochin is known as the Venice of the East, a fascinating port town that tumbles from mainland
Kerala over a maze of islands and peninsulas connected by a network of bridges and ferries. A colorful
blend of influences, Cochin formed the heart of the Indian spice trade for centuries, absorbing and being
shaped by the many nations that came together on its shores. From giant Chinese fishing nets to Dutch
palaces and Portuguese churches, a 400-year-old synagogue and the white sails of Arabic dhows, Cochin
offers a mesmerizing blend of traditions, histories and architecture.

Munnar: The picturesque little town of Munnar nestled amidst acres of sprawling tea estates and verdant
forests. Its name meaning “three rivers” stems from its location at the confluence of three mountain
streams. Besides tea, Munnar is also renowned for its spices like cardamom and pepper, and the local
infusions of tea and spices offer a warm respite from the chilly mountaintop climate.

Kumarakom is a delight for the senses. With the backwaters mirroring the blue skies and green palms
overhead, few places can offer the quiet calm, tranquility and serendipity of Kumarakom making it a
haven for those who want to get away from the urban hustle and bustle. Rich in tropical fruit and
vegetation, bananas, mangoes, coconuts, and pineapples jostle for space with brightly colored hibiscus
and bougainvillea which spill over into the backwaters.

Day 1- Kochi
You will be met on arrival and transferred to the hotel for overnight.

Day 2: Kochi

This morning you'ill embark on city tour of Kochi visiting St. Francis Church. Cochin is believed to be the oldest
European settlement in India and St. Francis Church was the first European church to be built in India. The history
of this Church reflects the colonial struggle of European powers in India, from the 15th to the 20th Centuries. (Note:
St. Francis Church is closed for visitors on Sundays from 800 to {00 am) Then, continue to Dutch Palace, built by
the Portuguese in the middle of the Teth century. This structure was taken over in 1663 by the Dutch, who added
some improvements before presenting it to the Rajas of Cochin. This palace is notable for some of the best
mythological murals in India, particularly in the bed chamlbers, depicting the entire story of Ramayana. (Note: Dutch
Palace is closed for visitors on Fridays and government holidays) Our next stop will be the Jewish Synagogue, an
imposing structure built in 1568, when the Jews settled in Mattancherry, after their expulsion from Rahabi. Its most
important relics are the impressive copper plates recording king Bhaskara Ravi Varma's 4th century decree that
guaranteed the Jewish settlers’ domain over Cranganore (Kodungalore). The Chinese fishing nets, a hallmark of
Cochin, speak of the first traders who visited this coast from 1350 to 1450 CE. These nets are built using teak wood
and bamboo poles. Huge mechanical devices hold out horizontal nets of 85 feet or more across. The Indo-
Portuguese Museum, in the compound of Bishop House at Fort Kochi, is a heritage museum dedicated to the
Portuguese connections in Kochi's past. Our tour ends with a visit to the Spice Warehouse. Later this evening, visit
the performing arts institute to witness ‘Kathakali’ dance performance. The most iconic image of Kerala, is that of
the traditional Kathakali dancers with their painted masks in green and white. Enjoy a behind-the-scenes look at
their make-up rituals followed by a dance interpretation of gestures and facial expressions. Revel in an hour-long
performance of Kathakali with a narrative selected from some of India’s epic poems or mythology and discover a
new form of storytelling through the medium of dance and drama. [B]

Day 3: Kochi, Munnar
This morning we drive about 3 %2 hours to reach Munnar. On arrival we check-in at the hotel. Rest of
the day at leisure to relax and enjoy the amenities offered by your hotel. [B]

Day 4 - Munnar
There's no better way to discover Munnar than by experiencing a tea trail. After breakfast, we'll explore one of
them and learn the story of tea from its leaf to your morning cup. Visit the lush, verdant slopes of a tea estate
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to get a glimpse into an industry that is over a hundred years old and learn the process from plant to infusion.
Follow this with a visit to the Tea Museum, which houses curios, photographs and machinery representing a
turning point for the tea industry in the region, and also some colonial-style furniture. Don’t miss out on the
tea-tasting demonstration, where infusions of different tea varieties give an insight into the nuances of tea
processing! [B] \ ,

Day 5: Munnar, Kumarakom

It will take the full morning to reach
Kumarakom. On arrival check-in at your hotel
and rest of the day at leisure. This alluring
backwater destination offers insane natural
beauty and charm. Comprised of clusters of
islands surrounding Vembanad Lake, this
scenic tourist spot is a perfect paradise for
nature lovers and a feast for the eyes for
birdwatchers. In addition to the many places to
visit in Kumarakom, the city also offers
absolutely enjoyable activities, such as boating,
fishing, walks and short and short hikes. These
super cool activities for families, couples and
friends are some of the best ways to unwind and make Kumarakom one of the most visited
destinations in God's Country. A perfect setting for a relaxing holiday with endless memories etched
on your soul. [B]

Day 6: Kumarakom

For the intrepid travelers, we recommmend an early morning stroll around the shores of Vembanad Lake as the
sun rises. Enjoy a leisurely breakfast. After embark you will embark on a traditional kettuvallam houseboat to
cruise the backwaters of Southern Kerala. Thick foliage and tropical greenery lines these shores, within which
lie a slice of Kerala's old-world charm cut off from contemporary influences. Stop off from time to time to
explore the villages on foot to meet the locals and get to know more about their lives. Post backwater cruise
you will dis-embark at your resort and spend rest of the day at leisure. [B]

Day 7: Kumarakom

Day at leisure for independent activities to enjoy the various activities offered at your resort or do spa
therapy or visit Kumarakom'’s bird sanctuary that sits on a peninsula jutting out of Vembanad Lake,
the largest lake in Kerala. It is a veritable labyrinth of canals and small lagoons, a paradise for shrimps,
crabs, ducks, herons and even Siberian storks. The place is ideal for walking on the backwaters,
between mangroves, paddy fields and coconut plantations. [B]

Day 8: Kumarakom, Kochi, USA
Morning departure transfer from hotel to Kochi International Airport. [B]

[B] = Breakfast

Your Tour includes:

Sightseeing tour of Kochi:

e Round-trip airfare New York/Kochi o St. Francis Church
o VIP Meet & Greet on arrival at Kochi o Dutch Palace
International Airport o Jewish Synagogue
e Arrival and departure transfers o Chinese fishing nets
e 7 nights’ accommodation: o Spice warehouse
e Kochi 2 nights e Kathakali dance show in Kochi
e Munnar 2 nights e House Boat day cruise with lunch in
e Kumarakom 2 nights Kumarakom
e Breakfast daily e Discover the Tea Trail in Munnar
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e Relax by Kerala's back waters Price does not include:
e Cruise on traditional kettuvallam ¢ International airfare taxes and surcharges
houseboat e Travel insurance
e English-speaking tour guide throughout e Wi-Fi at hotels
the itinerary e Camera fees at the monuments (if
e English-speaking Local guide in Kochi and applicable)
Munnar ¢ All alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks

e Entrance fee as applicable (single entry)

Transportation by A/C vehicle

e Mineral water during sightseeing and
overland trip

o All local taxes

Other meals not mentioned in the itinerary
Extras and gratuities

Early check-in, late check-out

Expenses of personal nature

Hotels in your Tour:

Hotel Name | Room Type | Tripadvisor
First Class
Kochi Eighth Bastion Bastion 45
Munnar Fragrant Nature Tropic Green 5
Kumarakom | Aveda Resort & Sﬁa Poolside Premium Cottaie 5
Kochi Brunton Boatyard Sea View 4.5
Munnar Windermere Estate Estate 4.5
Kumarakom | Kumarakom Lake Resort | Meandering Pool Villa 4.5

Hotels will be confirmed at time of booking

Tour Prices:

3/5 Pax 6/9 Pax 10/14 Pax

Single Single Single Single
First Class

10Oct 22 - 20 Dec 22 $2,05 | $2929 | $1,999 |$2,829 | $1975 | $2,799 | $1,905 | $2,729
21 Dec '22 —10 Jan '23 On request
11Jan 23 -31Jan 23 $2,05 | $2929 | $1,999 |$2,829 | $1975 | $2,799 | $1,905 | $2,729
1 Feb 23 -28 Feb 23 $2,185 | $3,009 | $2,079 | $2,209 | $2,055 | $2,879| $1,985 |$2,809
1 Mar 23 -15 Apr 23 $2,105 | $2929 | $1,999 |$2,829 | $1975 | $2,799 | $1,905 | $2,729
16 Apr ‘23 -30Sep 23 | $1,925 | $2,575 | $1,825 | $2,475| $1,795 | $2,445| $1,725 | $2,375
1Oct 23 - 20 Dec 23 $2,145 | $3,015 | $2,045 | $2,915 | $2,015 | $2,885| $1,945 | $2,815

10Oct 22 — 20 Dec 22 $2,989 | $4,699 | $2,885 | $4,595 | $2,855 | $4,569 | $2,789 |$4,499

21 Dec '22 —-10 Jan 23 On request

1 Jan 23-31Jan ‘23 $2,989 | $4,699 | $2,885 | $4,595 | $2,855 | $4,569 | $2,789 | $4,499
1 Feb 23 -28 Feb 23 $3155 | $4,865| $3,055 | $4,765 | $3,025 | $4,735 | $2,955 | $4,665
1 Mar 23 -15 Apr 23 $2,989 | $4,699 | $2,885 | $4,595 | $2,855 | $4,569 | $2,789 | $4,499
16 Apr ‘23 -30 Sep 23 | $2,385 | $3,495 | $2,285 | $3,395 | $2,255 | $3,365 | $2,185 | $3,295
10Oct '23 —20 Dec 23 $3,075 | $4,875| $2,975 | $4,775 | $2,945 |$4,745| $2,875 | $4,675
Prices are per person, are valid through December 2023 and may change without notice
These programs can be customized for individuals and for groups

Changes to this program may be requested by phone (1855-55-TOURS) or using the web FIT Quote Request

e Airfare
We also be glad to add the necessary airfare from your gateway so you take advantage of our
special discounted leisure fares
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e Program
You may add or remove;
o Trip days
o Cities and sites
o Meals

e Other options
o The program was designed with private services, however, we may substitute shared
sightseeing where available
o If you prefer deluxe services we may operate this program including private driver, private
guide and concierge service.

e Quotation
Once we have designed the program the way you want we'll give you a quote within 2
business days.

Tour Code: INO2COK22AB

Options:
e Lunches and dinners can be arranged for individuals, families and groups at top restaurants or any
restaurant requested by you.
e We can revise the itinerary to spend more time and provide more depth in those areas that you are
interested on.
e Any other changes to the itinerary will be accommmodated depending on the facilities available in the area.
e Car can be upgraded upon request

Group Quotations
e |f you wish to use these programs for your group or as the basis for a customized journey please
either call us (1-855-55-TOURS or use the web Group Quote Request.
e In either case our specialists will work with to refine all the details and they will get you a quote with 2
business days. Quotes may be obtained for the air and land portions of just for the lad journey.
e Booking both air and land with us will represent savings for you because of our buying power and
longtime relationship with the airlines.
We will also may have the choice between regular fares and special leisure fares not available to the
public.




