HOLIDAYS WITH

Downtown

Serbia

History and Traditions of Serbia
8 days-7 nights
Belgrade, Novi Sad, Petrovaradin, Topola, Magli¢, Brezova, Novi Pazar, Boturovina, Doljani, Ale-
ksandrovac, Nis, Jazecar, Gamzigrad, Donji Milanovac, Golubac, Kisiljevo, Ram, Smederevo
Discovery, Culture, History

This program may be operated for individual or for groups
This is a suggested itinerary — Please call us to customize

UNESCO Monasteries, Archaeological Sites and Fortresses in the heart of the Balkans. Come and
discover a country still unknown and rich in diversity, just 2 hours by plane from Paris. Between the
bustling Belgrade, the majesty of the royal mausoleum of Oplenac and the medieval monasteries
inscribed on the UNESCO world heritage, the ancient Naissus and Gamzigrad and the Danube
fortresses along the Derdap national park, you will discover at the wheel of your car as well the
culture as the landscapes and the soils of Serbia.

Day 1: Belgrade
Arrival at Belgrade airport, transfer and installation in a small hotel in the city center, close to the main
attractions and with a lot of charm. Dinner and overnight at the hotel. [D]

Day 2: Belgrade

This morning you'll go to Republic Square, a privileged meeting place for Belgraders and where the
statue of King Mihajlo Obrenovi¢, great liberator of Belgrade and other cities of Serbia from the
Ottoman yoke, seats on a horse. You will go to the fortress of Kalemegdan, a place popular with
tourists but also by Serbs who like to walk there and have a picnic or a drink on sunny days. You will
take the time to appreciate the confluence of the Sava and the Danube, a sumptuous landscape with
a long and tumultuous history. The, you'll visit the surroundings of the fortress, the Saborna Crkva and
the palace of the patriarch before reaching Kneza Mihajlova street, pedestrian and real artery of the
city where you will find many shops, restaurants and street artists. Your guide will give you some time
for yourself so you can enjoy lunch at one of the surrounding cafes or restaurants. As you move away
from the city center, you will reach Terazije, another major artery of the city, dominated by the
imposing building of the Moskva hotel that directly overlooks the St Save Church in Belgrade, the
largest Orthodox church in the world. Your visit to Belgrade ends with a visit to the TaSmajdan district
where you will find a wooded park next to St. Mark's Church recognizable by its decor imitating red
stones and the building of Serbia’s National Assembly before continuing to the bohemian district of
Skadarlija, a small Belgrader Montmartre, where your senses will be cheered between delicious foods
and musicians playing traditional tunes. Later in the day have dinner at a local restaurant before
heading back to the hotel for the night. [B/D]

Day 3: Belgrade, Novi Sad (Petrovaradin)

After breakfast at the hotel, depart for Novi Sad, the country's second largest city and capital of the
Autonomous Province of Vojvodina. You'll first go to the hotel located in the city center to drop off
your luggage, before starting your visit of Novi Sad with the city's synagogue, a majestic brown-brick
building located on the outskirts near the city center, before reaching Slobode Square, the focal point
of Novi Sad, where the town hall and Zupna Imena Marijana church are located, among others. Behind
the church, you will be able to follow the street that runs along the latter to observe the building of
the Patriarchate of the Backa Eparchy and the town's Saborna Crkva. Many restaurants line the street
where the Saborna Crkva is located, and offer according to taste, grilled meat dishes or traditional
Hungarian cuisines, Vojvodina being strongly influenced by Magyar culture. Your guide will take you
toa typical restaurant for. Lunch. In the afternoon, discover the city's two great museums, the
Vojvodina Museum and the Novi Sad Museum of Contemporary Art. Take full advantage of these
establishments, which best retrace the history of the region and of Serbia in general since a large
number of museums in Belgrade have been closed for more than a decade. You can then cross the
Danube to visit the neighboring town of Petrovaradin and its fortress which offers a magnificent
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panorama over the city of Novi Sad and the Danube and the setting for one of the biggest music
festivals in Europe: Exit. Cross the Danube again to return to Novi Sad and enjoy dinner at a typical
restaurant before returning to the hotel for the night. [B/L/D]

Day 4: Novi Sad, Topola, Magli¢, Brezova

Today, visit the royal mausoleum of Oplenac and its crypt, located near the hotel and a true symbol of
the city where the Serbian kings, queens and dolphins of the Karadordevi¢ dynasty. You'll then go to
the Topola's city center to visit the Karadordev Grad complex that includes a church and a konak
(large house) which traces the life of Prince Karadorde, leader of the liberation of Serbia after more
than 5 centuries of Ottoman occupation. Stop at to one of the many traditional cuisine restaurants
that the town has to offer to eat lunch before taking the road to Brezova where the UNESCO-listed
Studenica Monastery is located. Along the way, stop at the small village of Magli¢ in order to explore
the city's fortress. At the end of a short hike necessary to climb to the top of the rocky peak where the
fortress is perched, you will be able to enjoy the well-preserved remains but also a breathtaking view
of the Chumadia region located in the center of Serbia. You will then take the road to Brezova and
check-in at your hotel, have dinner and spend the night. [B/L/D]

Day 5: Brezova, Doljani, Boturovina, Novi Pazar

You will start your day with a visit to the Studenica Monastery, the first of the three UNESCO listed
monasteries planned for this fourth day of travel. You will appreciate the general calm only broken by
the obligations of monastic life and the other tourists who come to discover a set of buildings with
remarkably well-preserved original architecture but also a decoration of striking frescoes and
remarkable beauty and colors. You will then take the road to Novi Pazar, stopping not far from the
city, near the village of Boturovina to visit the second UNESCO listed monastery of the day, the Burdevi
Stupovi Monastery. The monastery of Burdevi Stupovi, in addition to its architecture, its treasure and
the many frescoes retracing in particular the life of Christ and Saint George also offers, thanks to its
strategic position, a breathtaking panorama of the surroundings and in particular the nearby town of
Novi Pazar. You will be able to have lunch on the road to Doljani, where you will visit the third UNESCO
listed monastery of the day, the Sopocani Monastery. If this monastery denotes an architecture that
seems more simplistic and refined than the previous two, it is all the more interesting to visit because
it is located near the ruins of the fortress of Old Ras which was the political center of medieval Serbia
even before Serbia was known by that name. Dinner and overnight in Novi Pazar. [B/L/D]

Day 6: Novi Pazar, Aleksandrovac, Nis

After breakfast, take the road to Aleksandrovac, a small town in central Serbia, known for the many
surrounding vineyards and continue to Nis, the third city of the country and ancient Naissus, which
saw the birth of the Emperor Constantine, who converted the Roman Empire to Catholicism. You will
start your visit to NiS with a visit to the Red Cross concentration camp, an interesting historical
testimony of the darkest hours of European history, with well-preserved buildings and a whole series
of testimonies and historical documents which allow you to immerse yourself in the horror of war. You
will then go to the city fortress, a true symbol of the city and a privileged meeting point for the
inhabitants of Nis, the interior offers several possibilities for restorations, but also the possibility of
seeing a richly decorated mosque on its exterior facade. as well as a Roman lapidarium. You will reach
the city center by taking the main artery of the city, the pedestrianized Obrenovica street to discover
the various churches and the archaeological section of the National Museum of Nis which has many
Roman artefacts unearthed mainly at the archaeological site of Medijana. Time for a rest and enjoy
lunch. During the rest of your day in Nis you'll continue with a visit to the Skull Tower, another
testimony to the horrors of war. To free himself from the Turkish yoke, the Serbian army general blew
up the hill by firing in the reserve of powder causing the death of several thousand Ottoman soldiers.
The sultan at the time decreed the erection of a tower with the skulls of Serbian soldiers at the
entrance to the city to show the cost of defying the Ottoman authority. You will end your visit of Nis
with the archaeological site of Medijana, a Roman villa which was the birthplace of Emperor
Constantine and nearly ten other Roman Emperors. Dinner and overnight in Nis. [B/L/D]
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Day 7: Nis, Jazecar, Gamzigrad, Donji

Milanovac

Early breakfast and a drive to ZajecCar to
start a visit in the city center, in
particular with the national museum
which houses the artefacts of the
nearby Roman archaeological site of
Felix Romuliana, classified UNESCO,
but also the Heineken brewery which
produces the local beer. Then, leave in
the direction of Gamzigrad, in the
suburbs of ZajeCar, to visit the
archaeological site of Felix Romuliana,
classified UNESCO. The palace built by
the Emperor Galerius, a native of the
surroundings, in the site of Felix
Romuliana retains a large part of its
Roman architecture, in particular the
peristyle courtyard with several
columns still in elevation. You will be
able to have lunch on your return to
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You will visit the archaeological site of L\ ! Neckosay

Lepenski Vir, a few kilometers from
Donji Milanovac, a site of settlements
dating from the Neolithic era which corresponds to one of the oldest traces of human settlement in
Serbia. You will then return to Donji Milanovac to enjoy the landscapes of Berdap National Park asyou
stroll along the promenade that runs along the Danube. Dinner on the banks of the Danube before
reaching your hotel for overnight. [B/L/D]

Montenegro

Day 8: Donji Milanovac, Golubac, Kisiljevo, Ram, Smederevo, Belgrade

After breakfast, follow the road along the Danube to discover three medieval fortresses, starting with
the town of Golubac. Marking the entrance to BPerdap National Park, the city fortress, which has been
recently, plunges into the Danube and offers breathtaking views and landscapes. After the visit take
the road to Kisiljevo to stroll and swim in Lake Srebrno, the arm of the Danube closed by two dams
which has experienced significant development in recent years, particularly in tourist facilities such
as hotels, guest houses and other restaurants, using one of them for lunch. In the afternoon, continue
your route along the Danube taking the direction of Ram where the second medieval fortress is
located. After that, you will head to Smederevo for a visit beginning with the city fortress, one of the
best preserved in this part of the Balkans and which marked the end of the autonomy of medieval
Serbia when it was conquered by the Ottomans in 1459. Then visit the city museum which includes a
rich medieval collection mainly from archaeological excavations of the fortress and which explains the
fall of Serbian power and the shift towards five centuries of Turkish domination. Finally, you will visit
St Georges Church, in the city center, one of the main monuments of the post-occupation city.
Continue to Belgrade to have dinner in the capital before checking-in to the hotel for the night. [B/L/D]

Day 9: Belgrade, USA

Breakfast at the hotel. Depending on the time of your flight, you may take advantage of possible free
time to wander one last time in the capital. At the appointed time you'll be picked-up and driven to
the airport to board your flight back home. [B]

[B] = Breakfast | [D] = Dinner | [B/L] = Lunch and Dinner | [B/L/D] = Breakfast Lunch and Dinner
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Providing Fascinating Travel Experiences Serbia
Your Tour includes: e Sopocani Monastery
e Round-trip airfare USA-Belgrade e Sightseeing of Nis

e Arrival and departure transfers
e 8 nights’ accommodation:
o Belgrade 3 night

Medijana archaeological site
Felix Romuliana Roman ruins
Donji Milanovac Neolithic site

o Novi Sad 1 night e Derdap National Park
o Brezova 1 night ¢ Sightseeing of Smederevo
o Novi Pazar 1 night e English-speaking driver-guide
o Niz 1 night e Local English-speaking guides for tours
o Donji Milanovac 1 night e Entrance fees where required
e Meals e All local taxes
o Breakfast daily
06 Iupches Tour does not include:
o 8 dinners e Any taxes related to airfares or airports
* Sightseeing of Belgrade ¢ Meals not mentioned under inclusions
e Sightseeing of Novi Sad e Travel Insurance
e Petrovaradin Fortress e Visas
e Oplenac Mausoleum e Tips to guides or drivers
¢ Studenica Monastery e Expenses of a personal nature
 Burdevi Stupovi Monastery e Any item not mentioned as “Included”

Hotels in your Tour

Hotel Name Tripadvisor
First Class
Belgrade Square Nine Hotel 5
Novi Sad Hotel Leopold | 4.5
Brezova Wellness Hotel Green Paradise 4.5
Novi Pazar Hotel Emrovic Raj* 4
Nis Hotel Tami Residence 4.5
Donji Mllanovac | Agroipensiunea Greben Guesthouse 4

Hotels will be confirmed at time of booking
* Best in the city

Tour Prices:

From: $839 including airfare

Add-ons available from all US gateways.

Prices are per person and may change without notice

These programs can be customized for individuals and for groups

Changes to this program may be requested by phone (1855-55-TOURS) or using the web FIT Quote
Request

e Airfare
We also be glad to add the necessary airfare from your gateway so you take advantage of our
special discounted leisure fares

e Program
You may add or remove;
o Trip days
o Cities and sites
o Meals

e Other options
o The program was designed with private services; however, we may substitute shared
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sightseeing where available
o If you prefer deluxe services we may operate this program including private driver, private
guide and concierge service.

e Quotation
Once we have designed the program the way you want we'll give you a quote within 2 busi-
ness days.

Tour Code: RSOIBEG21VT

Options:
e Lunches and dinners can be arranged for individuals, families and groups at top restaurants or any
restaurant requested by you.
e \We can revise the itinerary to spend more time and provide more depth in those areas that you are
interested on.
e Any other changes to the itinerary will be accommmodated depending on the facilities available in the
area.

Group Quotations

e |f you wish to use these programs for your group or as the basis for a customized journey please
either call us (1-855-55-TOURS or use the web Group Quote Request.

e In either case our specialists will work with to refine all the details and they will get you a quote
with 2 business days. Quotes may be obtained for the air and land portions of just for the lad jour-
ney.

e Booking both air and land with us will represent savings for you because of our buying power and
longtime relationship with the airlines.

We will also may have the choice between regular fares and special leisure fares not available to the
public.




