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The Two Irelands 
12 days – 11 nights 

Dublin, Belfast, Letterkenny, Mayo, Achill Island, Galway, Poulnabrone, Cliffs of Moher, Tralee, 
Kerry Ring, Cashel Rock Kilkenny, Glendalough 

Nature, Discovery, Culture, History 
 

This program may be operated for individual or for groups 
This is a suggested itinerary – Please call us to customize 

 
Many people associate Ireland in general only with Dublin, its numerous pubs and the large amount 
of beer that circulates there. This idea will limit your appreciation of the island. This itinerary includes 
a visit to Belfast, in Northern Ireland. The city certainly contains the most famous painted political 
murals in the world, nearly 2,000, that have been painted since 1970 and tend to represent a political 
point of view, to commemorate an event or person involved in the history of Northern Ireland, 
particularly during conflicts. The Causeway coast, in the northern part of the island, is a place full of 
rocky promontories, bays and small coves, usually shrouded in haze. The Giant's Causeway is the ex-
libris of Northern Ireland and a must-see place. The Giants Causeway is unlike anything you can see 
in the world. Also unique in this tour are the landscapes of Letterkenny in the northern part of the 
island. And, then, there is the spectacular discovery of the Irish republic! 
 
Day 1: Dublin 
Upon arrival in Dublin you’ll be met and transferred to the city for check-in at your hotel. The rest of 
the day is free for you to rest and relax. Dinner and overnight at the hotel. [D] 
 
Day 2: Dublin 
Panoramic discovery of the Irish capital during which you will visit the national museum that houses 
treasures dating back to 7000 AE. Lunch at a local restaurant and stroll in the district of Temple Bar, 
located in the center of Dublin, one of the oldest and most charismatic districts of the capital. This 
area is full of typical Irish restaurants and pubs, its narrow, cobbled streets still retain all the essence 
and authenticity of the city and are Dublin's largest cultural and leisure center. Free time to 
individually perfect your discovery of Dublin. Return to the hotel for dinner and overnight. [B/L/D] 
 
Day 3: Dublin, Belfast [105 miles] 
After breakfast start your drive to Northern Ireland via the Boyne Valley. Stop at the monastic site of 
Monasterboice to admire the remarkable medieval crosses carved. From the monastic complex, 
founded as early as the fifth century, there are hardly any traces [today the ruins of two churches and 
a round tower around 100 feet high], but we go there to admire two of the most beautiful Celtic 
Crosses of Ireland: Muiredach's Cross and West Cross. The first, located at the entrance to the 
magnificent cemetery, is about 16 feet high and dates from the 10th century; the second, slimmer, is 
more than 20 feet and is near the round tower. The faces bear different scenes of great importance, 
Adam and Eve, the Magi, St. Peter and St. Paul; we will pay particular attention to the left arm of the 
Muirendach cross which bears the hand of God ... Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant before crossing the 
border on your way to the capital of Northern Ireland, Belfast. We’ll take a panoramic tour of the city 
and visit the museum dedicated to the Titanic. Dinner, overnight at the hotel. [B/L/D] 
 
Note: Since Northern Ireland is part of the United Kingdom their money is the British Pound and not 

the Euro like in southern Ireland. Also, be aware the Northern Ireland issues their own notes and 
coins that are not valid in Great Britain. 

 
Day 4: Belfast, Letterkenny [140 miles] 
From Larne to Ballycastle, the coast of County Antrim is traversed by valleys formed in the Ice Age 
that descend from the county's plateaus and the Antrim Mountains to join the Irish Sea. These nine 
valleys, the Glens of Antrim (or simply "the Glens" for the intimate) are, from south to north, Glenarm, 
Glencloy, Glenariff, Glenballyemon, Glenaan, Glencorp, Glendun, Glensheek and Glentasy. You will 
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probably understand that the word "glen" means a valley! In a region that has always been difficult to 
access, the Glens of Antrim came out of isolation after the Great Famine with the construction of the 
road from Larne to Ballycastle. Not only did this road, today the A2, open up the Glens of Antrim, but 
it has also become one of the most beautiful scenic drives in Ireland. Let's follow this road from Larne 
to Ballycastle to discover the coastal road, one of the most beautiful tourist routes in the world as it 
unfolds its splendor. The road winds between the sea and the valleys or highlands of moors and peat 
bogs. Enjoy lunch at local restaurant and, in the afternoon, visit the Giant's Causeway and its 
interactive center that places you in the middle of a volcanic eruption. The Giant's Causeway is a 
gigantic geological formation consisting of over 40,000 hexagonal basalt columns, some as high as 
40 feet tall! No need for a guide to visit the Giant's Causeway: the nature puts at your disposal all that 
it has, and this for our greatest pleasure! Then, continue to Derry for a small walking tour of the city 
before continuing to your hotel for dinner and overnight. [B/L/D] 
 
Day 5: Letterkenny, Castlebar - Mayo [115 miles] 
Wilder than Connemara and less traveled, the Donegal region offers a different approach to Ireland. 
Discover Glenveagh National Park located in the heart of the mountains and valleys of County 
Donegal, the park is one of the six existing national parks in Ireland. Renowned throughout the 
country for its wilderness and fantastic scenery, Glenveagh Park is a great playground where you can 
hang your shoes until you are tired. Do not forget to take your camera: it's the perfect place to capture 
beautiful views of Irish nature! The castle was built by Captain John Adair George (1823-1885), a wealthy 
American owner who decided to live in Ireland. Married in 1869 to Cornelia Wadsworth Ritchie, Adair 
bought a huge piece of land and worked with his wife to design the castle and its gardens known as 
Castle Gardens, making it a more beautiful castle than Queen Victoria's Balmoral. Lunch on the way 
and, in the afternoon, drive to Castlebar, via Sligo, with some time to explore Donegal on your own. 
Dinner and overnight at the hotel.  [B/L/D] 
 
Day 6: Castlebar (Achill Island) [130 miles] 
Enter Mayo County and drive to Achill Island the largest island in the country, connected to the 
mainland by a bridge. The landscapes offer a succession of spectacular cliffs and sandy bays. It is not 
uncommon to cross sheep that stay balanced along the precipices. The story of the first human 
settlements in Achill goes back at least 5,000 years. The remains of Roman and megalithic tombs and 
monuments indicate the implantation of megalithic men in the 3rd or 4th century AE. The presence 
of this population brought major changes to the landscape of the region, which, at the time, was 
densely forested. The Neolithic civilization brought the crop to Achill, requiring clearing of the forest 
for cereal cultivation, as well as fenced fields for livestock. It is estimated that by the end of the 
Neolithic period, around 4,000 AE, Achill had a population of 500-1,000 people. After lunch continue 
to Westport, a small historic town in the region where you’ll have free time to visit the old quay, the 
Westport House, a sumptuous manor in the middle of a park and walk in the streets of downtown. 
Later in the afternoon, return to Castlebar for dinner and overnight. [B/L/D] 
 
Day 7: Mayo, Galway [70 miles] 
Finally, we depart for the legendary Connemara ... Wild and splendid region with picturesque 
whitewashed cottages, serrated ribs and small fishing ports nestled at the bottom of a bay. Visit of the 
Benedictine abbey of Kylemore, a magnificent miniature cathedral, built by a husband in honor of his 
late wife. The cathedral is a treasure of Gothic architecture that belongs to a larger building, which is 
the Kylemore Castle, an impressive Victorian castle, open to the public. After the have lunch on the 
way to Galway where we stop for a walking tour. Check-in, dinner and overnight at the hotel. [B/L/D] 
 
Day 8: Galway, Poulnabrone, Cliffs of Moher, Tralee [125 miles] 
Today is a reinvigorating open-air day! To begin with, the unique landscapes of the Burren, where only 
very few trees grow. It is a succession of limestone plateaus that makes the region look like a lunar 
landscape. In this unusual setting, stop to visit the Poulnabrone dolmen dating from 3,000 AE. Then 
stop at the cliffs of Moher, a gigantic uprising of 655 feet high and 5 miles long facing the sea. After 
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lunch, depart for Limerick and visit King John's Castle. Then, stop at the small village of Adare before 
reaching Tralee where we have dinner and overnight at the hotel. [B/L/D] 
 
Day 9: Tralee (Kerry Ring) [190 miles] 
Discovery of the Kerry Ring with famous landscapes. A panoramic loop alternating ancient heritage, 
mountainous scenery, numerous views of the jagged coast and typical villages like and brightly 
colored houses (in Sneem),. Not far from Portmagee, perhaps you'll have the chance to see Skellig 
Michael in the distance, a small island that was used as the location of the last Star Wars. Panorama 
on Ladies View, then Molls Gap. Lunch. Visit Muckross Gardens, world famous for azaleas and 
rhododendrons lining the limestone rock places. Return to to Tralee for dinner and overnight. [B/L/D] 
 
Day 10: Tralee, Cashel Rock, Kilkenny [130 miles] 
We start the day driving East to Rock of Cashel Rock of Cashel, in the heart of the province of Munster. 
Visit the site linked to St. Patrick and the Kings of Munster. Have lunch at one of the great whiskey 
manufacturing compounds at the Midleton Distillery including a tasting of their spirits. Then, continue 
to Kilkenny to visit the Black Abbey named after the Dominicans who were once nicknamed "the 
black brothers", because of the black coat they wore at the time. Built in 1225, the abbey has moved 
little architecturally speaking. It was not until the 15th century that Elizabeth I, a deeply Protestant 
queen, confiscated the abbey. At the death of the sovereign, the new king James I decided to make 
it a courthouse, chasing the Dominicans from their homes. A short drive to the Butler House was built 
for Lady Eleanor Butler in the 18th century, a descendant of the famous family of counts and dukes 
Butler of Ormonde. After being handed down from generation to generation, the mansion is then 
ceded to the Irish state, which decides to restore it. Since then, the mansion has been converted into 
guest rooms, where you’ll be spending the night. Being a guest you’ll be able to admire the Georgian 
architecture of the manor, as well as its external gardens, just re-landscaped. The walks are pleasant, 
and you can enjoy a small trail to mark to discover all the secrets of the manor. Dinner and overnight 
at the Manor. [B/L/D] 
 
Day 11: Kilkenny, Glendalough, Dublin [105 miles] 
This morning we take a panoramic tour of 
Kilkenny before heading to Wicklow and the 
famous monastic site of Glendalough. In a 
beautiful natural setting, you’ll discover a round 
tower 112 feet high and the ruins of several 
churches. Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant and 
drive to Dublin through the Wicklow, renowned 
for the beauty of its landscape, a mix of rolling 
mountains, wooded valleys, waterfalls and lakes. 
Arrive at the hotel for dinner and overnight. 
[B/L/D] 
 
Option: If you like that kind of show we can 

book seats for a greyhound racing. This 
must be booked before you leave for 
Ireland. 

 
Day 12: Dublin, USA 
After breakfast at your hotel you may have some 
time to relax or last-minute shopping. At the 
appointed time you’ll be driven to Dublin’s 
airport to board your flight back to the USA. [B] 
 
[B] = Breakfast | [D] = Dinner |  
[B/L/D] = Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
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Your Tour includes: 
• Round-trip airfare USA-Dublin 
• Arrival and departure transfers 
• 11 nights’ accommodation: 
o Dublin – 3 nights 
o Belfast – 1 night 
o Letterkenny – 1 night 
o Mayo – 2 nights 
o Galway – 1 night 
o Tralee – 2 nights 
o Kilkenny – 1 night 
o Daily breakfast, lunch & dinner 

• Visits of: 
o Dublin National Museum 
o Monasterboice monastery 
o Titanic museum 
o Giant's Causeway 
o Glenveagh National Park 
o Castle Gardens 
o Achill Island 
o Benedictine abbey of Kylemore 
o Cliffs of Moher 
o King John's Castle in Limerick 
o Kerr King John's Castle 
o Ring of Kerry 

o Muckross Gardens 
o Wicklow monastic site of Glendalough 

• Panoramic tours: 
o Dublin 
o Belfast 
o Glens of Antrim coastal road 
o Letterkenny 
o Connemara 
o Landscapes of the Burren 
o Killarney National Park 
o Cork 

• English-speaking driver-guide & local guides 
• Transportation in A/C vehicle 
• Entrance fees for sites visited & local taxes 

 
Tour does not include: 
• Taxes or surcharges related to airline tickets 
• Travel insurance 
• All alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks 
• Extras and gratuities 
• Early check-in, late check-out  
• Porterage at the hotels (1 bag per person) 
• Expenses of personal nature  
• Tips to driver and guide 
• Anything not mentioned in the itinerary

 
Recommended hotels in your Tour 

Location Hotel Name Tripadvisor 
Superior Tourist Class 

Dublin Bushwells 4.5 
Belfast Hampton by Hilton 4.5 
Letterkenny Ballyraine Guesthouse 4.5 
Mayo Westport Country Lodge 4.5 
Galway Foster Court 4.5 
Tralee The Ashe 4.5 
Kilkenny Butler House 4.5 

First Class 
Dublin Clontarf Castle 4.5 
Belfast Europa 4.5 
Letterkenny An Grianan 4.5 
Mayo Knockrunny House 4.5 
Galway Oranhill Lodge 5 
Tralee Manor West Hotel & Spa 4.5 
Kilkenny Butler House 4.5 

Deluxe 
Dublin The Merrion 5 
Belfast Peartree Hill 5 
Letterkenny Rockhill House 5 
Mayo Mount Falcon Estate 4.5 
Galway G Hotel & Spa 4.5 
Tralee Ballyseede Castle 4.5 
Kilkenny Butler House 4.5 

Hotels will be confirmed at time of booking 
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Tour Prices: 
From: $3,385 including airfare 
Add-ons available from all US gateways. 
Prices are per person and may change without notice 
This program can be customized for individuals and groups. 
Changes to this program may be requested by phone (1855-55-TOURS) or using the web FIT Quote Request 
 
• Airfare 

We also be glad to add the necessary airfare from your gateway so you take advantage of our 
special discounted leisure fares 

 
• Program 

You may add or remove; 
o Trip days 
o Cities and sites 
o Meals 

• Other options 
o The program was designed with private services, however, we may substitute shared 

sightseeing where available 
o If you prefer deluxe services we may operate this program including private driver, private 

guide and concierge service. 
 
• Quotation 

Once we have designed the program the way you want we'll give you a quote within 2 
business days. 

 
Tour Code: IR03DUB21VT 
 
Options: 
• Lunches and dinners can be arranged for individuals, families and groups at top restaurants or 

any restaurant requested by you. 
• We can revise the itinerary to spend more time and provide more depth in those areas that you 

are interested on. 
• Any other changes to the itinerary will be accommodated depending on the facilities available in 

the area. 
 
Group Quotations 
• If you wish to use these programs for your group or as the basis for a customized journey please 

either call us (1-855-55-TOURS or use the web Group Quote Request. 
• In either case our specialists will work with to refine all the details and they will get you a quote 

with 2 business days. Quotes may be obtained for the air and land portions of just for the lad 
journey. 

• Booking both air an land with us will represent savings for you because of our buying power and 
longtime relationship with the airlines.  

• We will also may have the choice between regular fares and special leisure fares not available to 
the public.  

 


